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Come follow me. -- Mark 1:17

The 2017 World Mission Offering (WMO) is traditionally received
in October of each year, but will be accepted at any time
during the year. This year we are promoting three major
initiatives: Peace and Justice in Egypt, Abolishing Global
Slavery in Thailand, and Economic and Community
Development in Chile.
For the many who are being our hands and feet to spread the Good
News all over the world, please search your hearts to give sacrificially to their work through our WMO! To date, Wedgwood
Community Church has collected $360.00 for this offering.

Movie Night Blade Runner
Thanksgiving Potluck
Lunch Bunch (WW Broiler)

6:00 PM
12:30 PM
11:45 AM
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PASTOR SEAN’S ARTICLE
We at Wedgwood Community Church have a reputation for our generosity. For as small a church as we are, we
consistently place in the top 25% of Evergreen Churches when it comes to contributions to various offerings. I
say this to encourage us to give yet again as two new giving initiatives have been presented to the Evergreen
Churches. The first initiative is called the “Haiti Challenge.” $60,000 is needed to complete the building and
furnishing of a school outside of Cap Haitian, Haiti. This has been a project many years in the making. If 30
churches would donate $2,000, enough money would be raised. A mission trip to Haiti is planned for the spring
of 2018, which serves as a soft deadline for when the money needs to be raised, although money can still be donated to the project after this deadline. The second initiative is for immediate relief work in Puerto Rico after the
devastating Hurricane Maria. There are about 140 American Baptist Churches in Puerto Rico, all of which have
been severely impacted. The ABC USA is seeking to raise 1 million dollars and is asking each region to give
$15,000. Again, if divvied up among 30 churches, it would amount to $500 per church in the Evergreen Association. For this initiative, a deadline of approximately 6 months has been given.
In addition, University Baptist Church has pledged to match one dollar for every dollar given to the Puerto Rico
projects (up to $5,000), and to match two dollars for every two dollars given to the Haiti Project (up to $10,000).
University Baptist Church is extending this offer until December 15. If you would like to give to either of these
projects, please make the check payable to One Great Hour of Sharing and put in the memo line either “Haiti” or
“Puerto Rico.” The great news is that in donating through One Great Hour of Sharing, no money goes towards
administrative costs. Your whole donation goes toward the projects.
I am reminded of the scripture that was read during the call to give part of Friday evening’s worship service at
Evergreen’s Annual Meeting last month. The scripture was from 2 Samuel 24 where King David was trying to
purchase a piece of land upon which he could build an altar to the Lord. Because it was King David making the
request, the land owner offered to give it to him for free. But David replied, “No, but I will surely buy it from
you for a price, for I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which cost me nothing.” True sacrifice to
the Lord is costly. Giving monetarily is sacrifice. Let us consider how we might make sacrifice to the Lord in
this way.

Pastor Sean
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QUERY THE CLERGY

“Paul writes in II Corinthians 12 that "I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven - whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. And I know this man was
caught up into Paradise - and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter." I understand
the concept of two heavens, one on earth and one where Christ dwells. But what is this third place? (YU)
This passage in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4 is part of a wider section, starting in chapter 10 and going all the way
through the end of the letter, where Paul is having to defend himself against some Corinthians who were
attacking his ministry and overall character. The attackers were claiming that Paul was an inadequate figure
who was too weak, who suffered too much, who was not eloquent in speech, or debonair enough to be a true
representative of Christ. Put simply, the claim was that Paul was not spiritual enough and therefore not
favored by God. For most of chapters 10-13, Paul argues that suffering and weakness are the very hallmarks
of true representation of Christ. But Paul also addresses the claim that he is not spiritual enough. This
anecdote he tells is an example of Paul’s incredible spirituality and relationship to God. Based on his use of
the third person and the stumbling, stammering way these verses unfold, it is clear that Paul was very
uncomfortable sharing this story. Yet he must have felt it necessary to do so to counter the mean-spirited
attacks against him. So intense was this experience that Paul does not even know whether it was a vision or
an out-of-body experience. What is certain is that he was taken up to the “third heaven” and shown things
by God that he could not repeat.
Your question of what is the third heaven is a good one. The idea that heaven is in layers does not exist in
the Old Testament. However, in the Jewish intertestamental literature (Jewish texts written between the Old
and New Testaments that did not make it into the Bible), the idea begins to develop. Some texts hint that
there are three heavens (or layers of heaven), some texts say five, and still others say seven heavens. Little
is historically known about why this idea developed and whether heaven was literally thought of as existing
in layers or separate compartments or whether these were metaphorical ways to talk about one singular
heaven. That Paul talks about a “third heaven” and then restates it by using the word “Paradise” two verses
later suggests that wherever Paul was taken to or whatever he saw, he thought of it as the loftiest place in
heaven. Rather than thinking that Paul had some elaborate theology of heaven, it may just be the case that
Paul and the Corinthians had a mutual understanding of terminology (not stated anywhere else) whereby the
“third heaven” was a way of saying the highest place in heaven, closest to God. Unfortunately, not much
more can be said about it because commentators just don’t have enough information about Jewish theologies
of heaven.
Pastor Sean
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Recent Board
Board Meeting
Meeting Highlights
Highlights
Recent

Emergency Preparation – Pastor Sean would like to ask Wedgwood Elementary School if they have an evacuation plan in
place and if they would like Wedgwood Community Church to be a gathering place. The LLT gave permission for him to speak
Emergency Preparation – Pastor Sean would like to ask Wedgwood Elementary School if they have an evacuation plan
to the Principal.
in place and if they would like Wedgwood Community Church to be a gathering place. The LLT gave permission for him
Legacy
Wall
– the
Committee has requested an estimated budget amount for this entryway project, which will include lighting
to speak
to the
Principal.
and cabinetry. The LLT thought it would be better if the research were done first with two cost scenarios presented: one at the
Legacy Wall – the Committee has requested an estimated budget amount for this entryway project, which will include
optimum cost and one at a lesser cost. This information will be forwarded to Linea Croly.
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Christmas concert. The only available date and time would be Sunday, December 3, at 1 PM. The LLT agreed that the charity
Women’s Chorus Christmas Concert – the new Director, Sharon Wilson, and Pastor Sean will discuss the possibility of
to receive proceeds from the freewill offering, again, would be the North Helpline.
a Christmas concert. The only available date and time would be Sunday, December 3, at 1 PM. The LLT agreed that the
Special
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The Evergreen
Association
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contributions
from all its churches for the completion of a
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school in Haiti and relief for Puerto Rico following the devastating hurricanes. From each of the thirty churches, the goal for
Special Offering Requests – The Evergreen Association is promoting contributions from all its churches for the compleHaiti is $2000 and $500 for Puerto Rico. Contributions will be channeled through One Great Hour of Sharing. University
tion of a school in Haiti and relief for Puerto Rico following the devastating hurricanes. From each of the thirty churches,
Baptist Church has committed to match one dollar for every dollar donated for each offering up to $5000 until December 15,
the goal for Haiti is $2000 and $500 for Puerto Rico. Contributions will be channeled through One Great Hour of Sharing.
2017. We will promote these in church and in the Wedgletter in November.
University Baptist Church has committed to match one dollar for every dollar donated for each offering up to $5000 until
December 15, 2017. We will promote these in church and in the Wedgletter in November.
Harvest Festival – Candace is awaiting the response from the Brownies to determine how many activity tables will be required.
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Fred Meyer will be asked to again donate three pumpkins. Hot dogs and chili will be offered, with donations requested.
Milton Brown
Milton Brown

EVERGREEN NEWS
The Wedgletter has been posted for
people to access online at:
http://www.wedgwoodchurch.org/
wedgletters.htm.
To hear sermons, click on the
Sermons link.

See “Marcia’s Musings” in the October issue of Evergreen Notes.
Dr. Patton encourages Evergreen congregations to mark the 30th
anniversary of “a letter of apology sent to Northwest Native People
by a number of ecumenical leaders, including the American
Baptists.” The website for the October issue is
http://www.evergreen-abc.org/October-2017-News.pdf.
Be a Part of the 2018 Haiti Mission Trip
March 2-10, 2018
For information contact Keith Madsen at
drkmad2006@yahoo.com or Clem at 253-859-2226.
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MOVIE NIGHT AND BOOK CLUB SELECTION

November

2 – Kim McCormick
4 – Toshi Moberg
6 – Nicole Dormer
8 – April Wallace

The next movie night will be on Saturday, November 11, in the church Fellowship
Hall. The movie will be Blade Runner (Original 1982). We will gather at 6:00 pm,
with the movie starting at 6:30. Bring a snack and enjoy a good film and great
fellowship.
Our current book club selection is a “searing memoir of the battle to integrate
Little Rock’s Central High,” entitled Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to join the book club. Your book suggestions
are welcome!

11 – Roy Sillence
12 – Luke Wallace
14 – Belinda Tapsoba
16 – Ron Sillence
28 – Pauline Kokolo
December
11 – Danièle Hansen
11 – Tess Hansen
11 – Sarah Brown
16 – Carter Muanda
29 – Pastor Wim Mauldin

WEDGWOOD HAPPENING
Those of you who were not in our congregation on Sunday, October 15, and again on the 22nd, missed
a special guest. Wenli Zhang came to us from China, by way of Germany, and was a true delight. She
has been in Seattle for the last three months, doing research on Genetics at UW. She told us that she
sometimes worked on Sundays, had been trying to see/visit as many places as possible, and wanted to
go to a church before she left. She went online and found that we were close to where she was staying,
so she decided to come visit us. As she came through the door on that first Sunday morning, she was
like a ray of sunshine when she smiled. She was told that we would be having a potluck dinner this
day, and that she was welcome—had to explain what a potluck was. She was greeted during our “meet
and greet” time by several folks and again was invited to attend potluck. She came to “try all the
foods,” was invited to sit at a table, and enjoyed the conversation. She had been given one of our new
visitors bags when she signed our guest book and was very surprised that we would give her a present.
She came back on the second Sunday and told me that she had been reading some of the recipes in the
cookbook and was looking forward to trying them. In response to several invitations, Wenli joined us
for coffee hour. She then told me that this would be her last time because later in the day she was
returning to Germany, to her husband, and to continue her research. She wanted us to know that she
had enjoyed her time with us and that we were so much more friendly than the churches in Germany.
She would like to return to Seattle at some point, so maybe we’ll see her again. Thank you all for being
a friend and sending her home with many memories, not only of Seattle, but of our kindness to her for
the short time we met her.
Marilyn Potts

Church Humor

Be sure to pick up a copy of The Secret Place
and/or Our Daily Bread in the narthex. These
inspirational booklets are great for starting off
the day!

BULLETIN BOARD
Opportunities to Support our Greater Community
Just a reminder that used eyeglasses are still being accepted at
Woodlawn Optical located at 8032 - 35th Avenue NE. Glenn will
then forward them for use by those in need, both in mission
areas here in the states, as well as out of the country.
Please continue to “feed” our food barrel. Pickup is the 2nd Tuesday of every
month. Check the list below for other things needed besides food. At every pickup,
much thankfulness is expressed for our kindness.
Marilyn Potts

Wedgletter Contribution
If you have a personal experience for
Journey Talk, a book review, or an article you would like to share with us,
please let Ellen Brown know by the 15th
of the month and submit it to her by the
23rd.

Items Currently Needed
Food
Canned Fruits
Canned Soups & Stews
Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef hash, chili, peanut
butter-especially crunchy)
Soy Milk/Rice Milk
Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups, chili)
Pasta and Rice
Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, olives, etc.)
Cooking oil

Other Items
Bar Soap Toothbrushes and Toothpaste Toilet Paper
Shampoo Deodorant
Pet Food
Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags
Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes

