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The 2015 World Mission Offering focuses on Paul's call to Stretch Forward toward the 
goal of advancing God's kingdom on earth (Philippians 3:13-14).  Special WMO enve-
lopes will be in the church pew pockets for this offering, which will be taken the month of 
October, launching on October 4.  This year, Wedgwood Community Church is focusing 
on the Congo and the mission work that is being done there.  Following is a portion of a 
report from missionaries Glen and Rita Chapman:  

“After being missionaries in the D.R. Congo for nearly thirty years, we are really being 
stretched now!  Over sixty years ago, the Kikongo pastoral training school was estab-
lished to train rural pastoral leadership.  We have been involved with this school for 
twenty years.  This school was intentionally established in a rural setting in order to keep 
the pastors and their families in rural ministry.  When people are trained in the city, they 
tend to remain in the city … Our solution to combat ignorance and bring a better quality 
life to rural Africa is to transform the Kikongo Pastoral training school up to University 
level.  In October, we will be kicking off our first days as a university with three majors: a. 
Theology and rural development, b. Agriculture, c. Teacher training.  All three are very 
useful programs for those living in rural Africa.  This is a time of stretching forward for us 
as we adapt to the changing needs of the population in rural Africa.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your faithful support of this year’s World Mission Offering.  Through Interna-
tional Ministries, God is doing amazing things all over the world.” 

              Victoria Wenick and Ellen Brown 

Saturday   June  13  Church Work Party           9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Saturday   June  13  Games Night                        6:00  PM –  9:00 PM 

Tuesday    June  16  Rainbow City Band Parade and Ice Cream Social    7:00  PM                                   

Sunday     June   21 Potluck and Graduation Celebration                          12:30  PM 

Sunday     June  28  Memorial Service for Elliott Walters             2:00  PM 

                                 (at St. Barnabas Anglican Church) 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday   October 17  Movie Night (Tomorrowland)       6:00 PM—9:00 PM 

Sunday      October 18   Potluck Dinner                  12:30 PM     

Friday       October 23  Harvest Festival                               5:30 PM—7:30 PM 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

 

Baptism:  More Than a Ritual 
 

 

There is nothing more thrilling to me than an adult baptism.  Especially when those being baptized are 

twenty-something.  There are always stories.  Something about how God came in unexpected ways.  

The person was just getting started in life, in career, in relationships and then it sneaks up on us … bam!  

God does something and here we are standing in this pool of water ready to make a commitment so 

radical that expectations for the rest of life are transformed.  

  

Maybe you remember a year ago when Eddie and Chelsea Muanda came to dedicate themselves to rais-

ing Carter in a Christian home and to bring Carter to church so that we as a church family could support 

them and Carter in their life in Christ.  Maybe like you, I’ve had young couples come for the ceremony 

and the celebration; but when the challenge of getting a one-year-old ready to go to church hits on Sun-

day morning, it is more than they bargained for.  But Eddie and Chelsea were committed.  They came 

and they kept coming. 

 

Gerardo and Katie Zelaya have made their faith and commitment known in various ways during the last 

year.  They are both soft-spoken people and so they tend to show their faith and commitment more than 

talk about them.  I remember not long after they started coming to worship we were all downstairs at 

coffee hour.  There was an accident and food went all over the floor.  Suddenly, Gerardo had a broom in 

his hands and Katie went for towels and I thought, “Yeah, they are part of this place now.”  They are 

soft spoken, but when they speak they have a lot to say.  Who can forget Gerardo’s statement of their 

commitment to Christ and our church family during Rose’s dedication?  And the beautiful letter they 

wrote and Katie read to Rose during that same dedication?   

 

Gerardo and Katie, Eddie and Chelsea are part of a Young Marrieds Bible Study group that meets every 

other Thursday.  Katie and Chelsea provide guidance to the Adaptive Challenge Taskforce so we know 

what twenty-somethings are thinking about church and most recently they have both come to the PR 

committee meeting to provide new insights and skills to reach out to our community. 

 

For four weeks Gerardo, Katie, and Chelsea (and Eddie came along for support) went through a baptism 

class on the fundamentals of the faith.  They are about as prepared to make a decision to be baptized as 

any I have ever seen.  Lord willing, on Sunday, October 18, we will be blessed by their baptisms and by 

their stories of how God has brought them close to Himself.  Please join us in that thrilling day of  

celebration. 

          Pastor Wim  
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October Worship Themes:  Getting the Whole Story 
 

 
 

 
 

It is a little frustrating to try to understand the whole Bible from what we hear on Sunday mornings.  

We usually hear Scripture readings that are only 10 verses long or so.  At that rate, it would take a 

little over 3,000 Sundays to hear the whole Bible.  Fortunately, important themes are often repeated.  

God has a lot of experience with our needing to hear promises and directions over and over. 

 

In order to give a wider view of what the Bible has to say, we will begin the first Sunday in October 

with a series of scripture readings and sermon topics called the Narrative Lectionary.  That first  

Sunday will begin with the creation story in Genesis 2.  It is a basic orientation to living in God’s 

world.  October 11, I will be gone to the Evergreen Baptist Association meeting in Palo Alto, CA, 

and Rev. David Ankcorn will be preaching. 

 

On October 18, the Genesis story continues with Noah and the flood.  We will take a look at the 

flood and how the Apostle Peter relates it to baptism (I Peter 3:18-22).  This illustrates how various 

sections of the Bible connect and reconnect around reoccurring themes.  That Sunday Gerardo and 

Katie Zelaya, as well as Chelsea Muanda, will be baptized. 

 

The final Sunday in October (25th) brings the story of Jacob wrestling with God.  You may have  

experience with “striving” with God in your prayers.  Certainly, life often does not always bring 

what we hoped.  We argue, cajole, debate and plead with God to change the world around us.  God 

often changes us instead, even as Jacob is changed to Israel. 

 

The passages will continue during the coming year to reflect a sweep of the whole Bible story with 

special interest in the story of Jesus Christ (gospels) and his church (Acts and epistles).  My hope is 

that you will increase your mastery of the story/stories of the Bible and the confidence that can come 

with it.     

 

   October   4  Genesis 2:4b-25 

   October 11  Guest Preacher:  Rev. David Ankcorn 

   October 18  Genesis 6:16-22; 9:8-15 

   October 25  Genesis 32:22-30 

 

 Pastor Wim 
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 Community Conversations  

 

 

 

 
We are invited to attend the next session of the  
ongoing series, Community Conversations, at the 
Queen Anne Baptist Church sanctuary on Wednesday 
evening, October 14, at 7 pm.  Pastor Sean will lead 
the discussion on Why Do People Go to Church?  The 
interactive forum, in a relaxed, open setting, facilitates 
learning and awareness for both leadership and laity. 
 

    Ellen Brown 

  

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

 

Make “someday” today!  Please join the Wedgwood Walkers Light The Night team's 
effort by registering to walk on October 24 at Seattle Center or by making a donation 
to The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Your participation will help LLS achieve 

our mission … a world without cancer!  Thanks for your support! 

 http://pages.lightthenight.org/wa/SeattleL15/WedgwoodWalkers 

 This year we are walking in memory of our dear friend Marty Welch. 

        
         Victoria Wenick  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Carl Potts for his 19 years of ser-
vice to Wedgwood Community Church, keeping 
our church building clean and setting up for all the 
fellowship activities and events.  We appreciate 
his diligence and great work.  On behalf of your 
church family, Carl, thank you!!! 

 

On Saturday, September 19, Wedgwood Community Church—along with Wedgwood 

Presbyterian Church and Maple Leaf Lutheran Church—collaborated for the good of our 

community, collecting donations for the Mayor's Day of Concern for the Hungry at the 

Wedgwood Community Yard Sale as well as at the local Wedgwood QFC.  Over $100 in 

cash was raised by collecting yard sale table reservations, which will go towards the Food 

Bank.  The Food Bank barrel at QFC was overflowing with donations of food.  In addi-

tion, the church had a table at the Yard Sale and raised over $200 for the church.  The 

Wedgwood Walkers Light the Night team also had a table at the Yard sale and raised al-

most $150 selling coffee donated by Van Gogh Coffeehouse and donuts donated by the local Wedgwood Top Pot 

Donuts, as well as freshly baked treats by our own chef, Brian Heerdt.  

   Victoria Wenick  

http://pages.lightthenight.org/wa/SeattleL15/WedgwoodWalkers
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LAY LEADERSHIP TEAM HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

 

The Adaptive Challenge Taskforce (ACT) will be making recommendations to the LLT regarding future ministries.  

The LLT will evaluate this information and bring recommendations before the Congregation. 

Stewardship messages will be delivered at the church services on October 25 and November 1.   

Pledge cards will be submitted during church on November 1. 

Candy reported that the date for the Harvest Festival has been changed to Friday, October 23, from 5:30-7:30 

pm.  The Girl Scouts will add a couple of additional activities to the normal ones.  WCC will host the “greet” table 

and provide cakes for the Cake Walk.  

   Milt Brown 

Book Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are encouraged to join the book club as we  

select, read, and discuss a wide variety of books.  

There is something for everyone!  For October our 

choice is Dream with Little Angels by Michael 

 Hiebert.  This novel is a real page-turner!  

 

 

 

 

The next movie night is scheduled for 

Saturday, October 17, at 6:00 pm  

featuring Tomorrowland.  Please bring a 

snack to share and a friend to enjoy the 

fellowship! 
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We are including the birthdays of 
our American Baptist Special Inter-
est Missionaries, including their 
children.  If you would like to send 
a birthday greeting, email, or finan-
cial support, please contact Ellen 
Brown for their mailing or email  
addresses. 
 
 
October 

  2 – Naomi Hwang** 

11 – Gerardo Zelaya 

11 – Mack Wilson 

15 – Candace Sagor 

16 – Marie Sillence 

16 – Colleen Williams 

19 – Barbara Johnson 

21 – David Jenner 

24 – Sandy Romberger 

25 – Marilyn Potts 

28 – Norma Jenner 

28 – Toshi Moberg 

29 – Glen Chapman* 

30 – Brian Heerdt 

 

 

November 

  2 – Kim McCormick 

  6 – Nicole Dormer 

  8 – April Wallace 

11 – Roy Sillence 

12 – Luke Wallace 

14 – Belinda Tapsoba 

16 – Ron Sillence 
 

 

 

 *Special Interest Missionary 

**Child of Special Interest Missionary 

 

Did You Know? 

 

 

                                                        Blood Moon 

The recent total lunar eclipse has been referred to as a Blood Moon.  From Wikipedia, I 
gleaned the following information: 

Astronomers do not use Blood Moon as a scientific term.  However, it is possible that the 
term came to describe total lunar eclipses because of the reddish color the eclipsed 
Moon takes on during totality.  This happens because of Rayleigh scattering, the same 
mechanism that causes colorful sunrises and sunsets. 

The colorful stage can be seen only when the moon is still very low, so I could not see it 
because of the tree line—but I did see the final one-third or so of the eclipse! 

           Barbara Johnson 

Church Humor 

 

 

Harvest Festival 

Fall is here and so is the Harvest Festival!  We are so excited to  

announce our Harvest Festival will be co-hosted by Girl Scout Troop 

#14538.  There will be a change or two this year.  To start with, the 

event will be on Friday evening, October 23.  We will be celebrating 

from 5:30 to 7:30 in the Fellowship Hall at Wedgwood Community 

Church.  We'll be offering food (selling dogs and chili).  Costumes are encouraged (but 

they are not mandatory).  We'll have many of the same games and crafts, including face 

painting, with some new activities added.  Our favorite Cake Walk will still be a part of 

the event, so WCC bakers:  Heat up the ovens and get ready to bake!  We will have a 

lot of help from the Girl Scouts but we are responsible for the cakes, brownies, and 

cookies.  We will provide the greeters and a member or two to oversee some of the 

event, in case help is needed.  How fun to be sharing this special event with the 

community! 
     Candace Sagor 



 

 

  

BULLETIN BOARD 

  

Items Currently Needed 

Food  
Canned Fruits  

Canned Soups & Stews 

Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef 

hash, chili, peanut butter-especially crunchy) 

Soy Milk/Rice Milk 

Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups, 

chili) 

Pasta and Rice 

Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, ol-

ives, etc.) 

Cooking oil 

Other Items 

Bar Soap 

Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

Toilet Paper 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Pet Food 

Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags 

Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes 

New Opportunities to Support our Greater Community 

Last Sunday, Marilyn announced that, although we were no longer collecting used eyeglasses or the 

Campbell Soup labels, she had located other opportunities to substitute for these.   

 

A local optician will gladly accept used eyeglasses (readers or prescription) and 

will distribute them where there is a need.  You may place them in the plastic box 

on the shelf above the coat rack, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Also, we will be able to collect Boxtops for Education and donate them to  

Wedgwood Elementary, to raise funds to purchase equipment and supplies.  

These are not really boxtops any longer, but “coupons” found on many items, 

not just food.  A plastic box is available for these, next to the eyeglasses. 

 


