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     This year’s America for Christ (AFC) Offering 2016 theme is an  

appeal to become more like Christ, based on Ephesians 2:10, which states, “For 

we are what He has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand to be our way of life.”  This offering provides life-changing 

ministries and resources that impact neighborhoods and communities across the 

US and Puerto Rico.  

 

     The AFC 2016 offering window is now through March 31.  We have seen sto-

ries in the Sunday morning bulletins featuring stories of how this offering made 

an impact on someone’s life. 

     Last year we raised over $820.  I am asking you to join me in giving to this 

year’s AFC Offering and help us to exceed last year and reach our goal of $850 in 

support of a mission that is making a difference.  

     Here is a link to their website if you would like more information: http://

www.abc-usa.org/2015/12/14/abhms-to-launch-america-for-christ-offering-2016-

in-january/  

     Thank you.  

        Victoria Wenick 

 

 

 

 

Sunday   March  13  Shirley’s 90th              2:00 pm  

Sunday   March  20  Soup and Sandwich    12:30 pm 

Tuesday   March  22  Lunch Bunch (OCB)    12:00 pm 

Thursday   March  24  Maundy Thursday Service     7:00 pm 

Saturday   March  26  Easter Egg Hunt    11:00 am 

Sunday   March  27  Easter Sunday Celebration   11:00 am 

http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/12/14/abhms-to-launch-america-for-christ-offering-2016-in-january/
http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/12/14/abhms-to-launch-america-for-christ-offering-2016-in-january/
http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/12/14/abhms-to-launch-america-for-christ-offering-2016-in-january/
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Magnificent Challenge 

 
As many of you know, when I visit Kenya, I walk down the street from my daughter’s house and visit the Nairobi 

Evangelical Graduate School of Theology (NEGST).  I’ve gotten to know several of the professors there.  In fact, 

“coincidentally” the sister of one professor, Steve Rasmussen, works in administration at University Prep, just down 

the hill from our church.   

 

As I’ve become more acquainted with the work of NEGST, I’ve been impressed both with the quality of education 

they offer to aspiring pastors and the need for such training on a continent virtually exploding with new believers.  

I’m currently in email conversations with half a dozen pastors and pastoral ministry students and they are a 

passionate group.  And why not?!  They are in the middle of the greatest growth of the church in history. 

   

Over the last century, the Church in Africa has grown from 3,000,000 at the beginning of the last century to 

516,470,000 today (according to Pew Foundation, Pewforum.org).  That is about twice as many as are in North 

America.  And 250,000,000 are on their way in the next 20 years.  In this the world-wide church is challenged in a 

magnificent way to provide training for leaders of this emerging church.  It is the kind of problem we want to have, 

yet it is not one we can treat lightly.  It doesn't have to turn out well.  We have all seen or heard about the chaos that 

ensues when pastors forget or never learned that they have a unique role and responsibility as professional church 

leaders, to say nothing of the mangled news they can spread in the name of Jesus.  I try not to think about the car-

nage that could be created by a massive failure of leadership. 

 

I am in contact with American Baptist Seminary of the West and International Ministries, ABC, to find out about 

their strategies to address this wonderful challenge.  If you have interest in how to be part of the solution to this 

challenge, please get in touch with me.  I don’t have a lot of answers, but I would love to talk with you about it. 

 

In the meantime, let me tell you about Musa.  I met Moses Munyoki, “Musa” for short, as I walked 

through the halls at NEGST looking for the class I was going attend for the day.  Musa was in the 

hall and immediately struck up a conversation with me.  I must have looked lost.  He is a student in 

the class I was attending, so we sat to talk before it began.  

 

Musa was born and raised in Garissa, western Kenya.  You may have heard of Garissa.  It was where 

175 college students were murdered by Somalis who had crossed the border to kill non-Muslims and 

those Muslims who were not violent enough.  He was raised by his single mother until he was 14, 

when his mother died.  Immediately, his church family became, well, is his church family.  He was invited into their 

homes and into their families.   

 

He grew up loving and worshipping Jesus Christ, who had given him such a family (sort of a John 19:26, 27 thing).  

Musa was called in that church to prepare for ministry and they supported him in going to college and seminary.   

 

Musa told about having rocks thrown at him by Muslims and how much he hated them.  He describes that time  

matter-of-factly and then turns passionate when he says, “But, God turned all that around. Now he has given me a 

love for them that I cannot explain.”  Musa has been called to go back to Garissa and speak God’s good news to 

Muslims.  Musa’s Master of Divinity tract prepares him to minister to the Muslim population.  In fact, he said, my 

dream is to go to Somalia and preach about God’s love there.  I said to him, “Somalia?!  Are you crazy?”  “No,” 

Musa said calmly, “just called.”  

          Pastor Wim  
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December Worship Themes 
 

 
 

 
 

December   6 Esther 4:1-17  Esther becomes queen through a series of amazing 

“coincidences.”  When Esther’s people, Exiled Israel, are threatened with 

genocide, Mordecai interprets that she may have been given her access to 

power “for just such a time as this.” 

 

December 13 Isaiah 42:1-9  The prophet reveals to Israel and to us that the people of 

God have been given a special relationship to God.  With that special rela-

tionship comes an obligation to serve God’s continuing purpose of recon-

ciliation:  that we might be a “light to the nations (Gentiles).”   

 

December 20 Isaiah 9:2-7  We celebrate the freedoms and mutual respect on which de-

mocracies are based, but do not usually consider how those freedoms are 

rooted in the coming of Jesus, both the first and the second time.  Isaiah 

encourages us to consider the liberation of human beings as the ministry 

of Jesus and our ministry.   

 

December 27 Matthew 2:1-12  The magi’s visit to the infant Jesus    

  brings into full relief the role reversal of power and weakness    

 that often camouflage the one who represents the power of God     in 

our midst. 

 Pastor Wim 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MarchWorship Themes 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
March   6  Forgiveness      Matthew 18:15-35 

There are two sides to forgiveness.  Forgiveness is not the same thing as ignoring or 

tolerating toxic behavior.  Loving one another brings the responsibility to confront self

-destructive, alienating actions.  Sounds pretty scary!  

 
March 13  Work       Matthew 20:1-16   

“Hard work should be rewarded.”  How does God expect anything worthwhile to get 

done if he keeps giving a full day’s pay for a few minutes work? 

 
March 20  Celebration      Matthew 21:1-13 

What’s so important about celebrating?  Seems like we ought to be able to take it or 

leave it without affecting our spiritual lives at all, yet the imprint of celebration casts a 

long ray of sunshine on the path in front of us. 

 
March 24 (7 pm) Self-Exam (Maundy Thursday)   Matthew 26:17-22 

An aspiring bonsai tree gardener asked a master how to trim the small plants to make 

them look like a miniature tree.  The master said, “trim away everything that does not 

look like a tree.”  Jesus invites us to reflect on our lives to see if there is anything that 

in them that does not look like it belongs to a child of God. 

 

March 27  New Life      Matthew 28:1-10 

If you were to run and tell someone that Jesus was alive, what would you tell them 

about how you have experienced Jesus?  Two Marys came away from the tomb with 

that energizing combination:  “Afraid, yet filled with joy.”  That part hasn’t changed 

in two thousand years. 

 

 

 Pastor Wim 
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Easter Egg Hunt and More is On! 

 

 

  

 

While winter is still showing on the calendar, spring is on the way and so is the WCC Easter Egg Hunt.  Rain or 

Shine, the Hunt and More will be on Saturday, March 26, from 11 AM to 1 PM. 

Designed for children from ages 3 to 11, this is a fun event for the community, with eggs filled with candy, prizes, 

and special tickets for children to “pick a prize.”  We have a place to decorate bags, foam eggs, and butterflies; color 

pictures; solve puzzles; and plant pots. 

This year Brownie group 40157, which meets at the church, will be helping to co-host the event.  We may have a 

scavenger hunt and "count the beans" jar.  Hot dogs, chips, and beverages will be available for a donation.  A fun way 

to start spring.  A joy to be able to share it with the community. 

 Candace Sagor 

                          Evergreen News      

 

 

Co-hosted by Seattle First Baptist Church and Japanese Baptist Church, a Community Easter Early Morning  

Worship Service will be held on Sunday, March 27, at 8 AM in the St. Ignatius Chapel at Seattle University,  

901 – 12th Avenue, Seattle.   

 

Rev. Britt Carlson, the interim pastor at the Community Church of Issaquah, will be the speaker.  Music will be  

under the direction of Seattle First Baptist Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all the helpers at the Valentine’s Banquet on February 20.  Lots of 

folks came together to decorate the Fellowship Hall, prepare and serve the dinner, 

and provide entertainment.  Great job!    
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We are including the birthdays of 
our American Baptist Special In-
terest Missionaries, including their 
children.  If you would like to send 
a birthday greeting, email, or fi-
nancial support, please contact 
Ellen Brown for their mailing or 
email  
addresses. 
 

March 

  5 – Matthew Hwang** 

  7 – John Bigas 

10 – Pat Kemp 

14 – Nancy Darnell 

14 – Shirley Harlow 

14 – Sean Brown 

14 – Lynn Francone 

16 – Sura Charlier 

17 – Miki Hwang** 

21 – Charlette Tapsoba 

29 – Linea Croly 

April 

  2 – Ron Kirstein 

  2 – Abbie Wenick 

  4 – Jeff Klein 

  4 – Alphonse Muanda 

  5 – Mildred Anderson 

  6 – Pam Bigas 

12 – Katie Zelaya 

12 – Kevin Kemp 

13 – Ellen Brown 

15 – Nina Romig 

17 – Beverly Heerdt 

21 – Lanisha McCoy 

24 – Corenne Smith* 

27 – Kris Delaney 

28 – Christina Johnson** 

29 – Aidan Klein 

30 – Lynn Pulliam 

30 – Rosita Forbes 

 *Special Interest Missionary 

**Child of Special Interest Missionary 

Did You Know? 

 

 

 

In my reading recently (a story set in contemporary 

Scottish Highlands), several mentions were made 

of a cèilidh.  From the context, I could tell that it 

was some sort of a party, but of course I looked it 

up! 

The dictionary definition indicates that it is “a so-

cial event at which there is Scottish or Irish folk 

music and singing, traditional dancing, and story-

telling.” 

Many of us, I am sure, have enjoyed being part of 

such a get-together, but there has been no story-

telling!  That is something that our not-so-distant 

ancestors brought with them from “the auld sod,” 

but the storytelling is gone!  My grandpa had 

books of Tall Tales – quite popular into the 1930s 

and 1940s and the Paul Bunyan stories are  

similar – but they are out of fashion, I’d guess 

you’d say.  How sad… 

 

Before you lose a night’s sleep over how to  

pronounce cèilidh, I’ll tell you:  It’s kā – lē. sort of 

like the girl’s name, Kaylee. 

 

 

  Barbara Johnson 

 

 

 

Church Humor 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday School Teacher 

asks, “Now, Johnny, tell me 

frankly do you say prayers 

before eating?”  

 

“No sir,” little Johnny  

replies, “I don’t have to.  My 

mom is a good cook.” 
 

 

 

(From You-Can-Be-Funny.com)  

 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB and MOVIE NIGHT 

 

 

 

 

The Book Club’s next selection is Harper Lee’s Go Set a Watchman.  Everyone 

is welcome to join the book club as we read and discuss a variety of classic and 

contemporary works. 

There will be no movie night in March, but on Saturday, April 9, we will show 

the film, The Martian (starring Matt Damon), in the Fellowship Hall, 6-9 PM.  

Bring a snack to share and a friend to enjoy an evening of entertainment. 



 

 

  

BULLETIN BOARD 

  

Items Currently Needed 

Food  
Canned Fruits  

Canned Soups & Stews 

Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef 

hash, chili, peanut butter-especially crunchy) 

Soy Milk/Rice Milk 

Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups, 

chili) 

Pasta and Rice 

Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, ol-

ives, etc.) 

Cooking oil 

Other Items 

Bar Soap 

Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

Toilet Paper 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Pet Food 

Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags 

Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes 

New Opportunities to Support our Greater Community 

Marilyn has announced that, although we were no longer collecting used eyeglasses or the Campbell 

Soup labels, she has located other opportunities to substitute for these.   

 

A local optician will gladly accept used eyeglasses (readers or prescription) and 

will distribute them where there is a need.  You may place them in the plastic box 

on the shelf above the coat rack, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Also, we will be able to collect Boxtops for Education and donate them to  

Wedgwood Elementary, to raise funds to purchase equipment and supplies.  

These are not really boxtops any longer, but “coupons” found on many items, 

not just food.  A plastic box is available for these, next to the eyeglasses. 

 


