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VALENTINE’S BANQUET 
February 20, 2016 

6 PM 

Gong Are the Days 

 
 

Tickets $15 for adults 

($10 per child age 5-12 and no charge per child under age 5) 

 

See Barb for tickets and seating selection 

 

 

   

  

Saturday   February 20  Valentine’s Banquet                    6:00 PM 

Tuesday    February 23  Lunch Bunch—Old Country Buffet    12:00 PM   

Saturday   February 27  Movie Night (Bridge of Spies)       6:00 PM—9:00 PM
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 
 

God Calls Us 

 
 

 

Recently two challenges have melded together in my mind and heart.  They seem to have the same dynamics, though 

challenges and the steps to achieving their goals are very different.  In a week, Lord willing, I will be on my way to 

Kenya to join eight other people to climb Mt. Kenya.  I’ve never climbed a mountain that high before and the chal-

lenge has already begun.  I’ve been training three times a week and gathering equipment and information about the 

mountain that we will need to make the climb safely.   

 

I’m getting to Kenya early so I can train and adjust from sea level to Nairobi (5,500 ft.), then Chogoria (9842 ft.), 

Lake Ellis (11,800 ft.), Hall Tarns (11,800 ft.) and finally Point Lenana (16,354 ft.).  I would not be doing this on my 

own.  I wouldn’t be doing this without either my daughter, son-in-law, and half a dozen others, nor would I be going 

without a professional guide and packer.   

 

With all those people and those who have helped me prepare while still in Seattle, I’m looking forward to not only 

standing on Pt. Lenana, but also the journey with those who climb with me.  It is a part of God’s creation I have 

never been to and don’t expect to visit again. 

 

We are on a journey as a church family as well.  We have set out on a great journey over the last six months of  

discerning the changes God has for us at Wedgwood Community Church.  Change is the most difficult thing groups 

do.  It is no different for us as we face the great goal and challenge of making changes in how we live out our faith 

as a congregation and as individuals.  God has been training us to face the challenges of making the discernment of 

what God wants us to do as well as implementing the changes we come to.   

 

There are many steps to achieving our goal and there will likely be several places along the way where we will be a 

little frightened or anxious.  At those points, we will continue safely if we keep faith with God’s direction and if we 

support and encourage each other.  At this writing we have not yet discerned God’s direction between connecting 

with each other and connecting with our community.   

 

When we make that discernment, our Adaptive Learning Team (made up of those from the last team and those  

recommended by our Lay Leadership Team) will lead us through the gathering of potential projects and discerning 

which of those projects we will implement to develop our ministry.  Perhaps obviously, the next step will be for all 

of us together to implement the plan we have adopted.   

 

Any of us can keep this process from moving forward at any one of these steps, yet these steps have great potential 

for picking up the direction God leads us and living it out.  We won’t pass by this way again and God has given us 

the opportunity to make the most of it. 

 

Let’s continue in prayer throughout our journey together. 

 

          Pastor Wim  
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December Worship Themes 
 

 
 

 
 

December   6 Esther 4:1-17  Esther becomes queen through a series of amazing 

“coincidences.”  When Esther’s people, Exiled Israel, are threatened with 

genocide, Mordecai interprets that she may have been given her access to 

power “for just such a time as this.” 

 

December 13 Isaiah 42:1-9  The prophet reveals to Israel and to us that the people of 

God have been given a special relationship to God.  With that special rela-

tionship comes an obligation to serve God’s continuing purpose of recon-

ciliation:  that we might be a “light to the nations (Gentiles).”   

 

December 20 Isaiah 9:2-7  We celebrate the freedoms and mutual respect on which de-

mocracies are based, but do not usually consider how those freedoms are 

rooted in the coming of Jesus, both the first and the second time.  Isaiah 

encourages us to consider the liberation of human beings as the ministry 

of Jesus and our ministry.   

 

December 27 Matthew 2:1-12  The magi’s visit to the infant Jesus    

  brings into full relief the role reversal of power and weakness    

 that often camouflage the one who represents the power of God     in 

our midst. 

 Pastor Wim 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

February Worship Themes 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

February   7 Guest Preacher - Rev. Dr. Marcia Patton, Executive Minister of  

 Evergreen Association of American Baptist Churches    (Communion 

Sunday) 

 

February 14 Guest Preacher - Rev. Paul Aita, former Regional Minister,  

 ABC Northwest, and retired pastor of Japanese Baptist Church, Seattle 

 

February 21 Guest Preacher - Denise Aanenson, Spiritual Connections Coordinator at 

Bridge Disability Ministries and volunteer Associate Pastor and  

 Administrative Assistant at Faith Fellowship Church 

 

February 28 Sunrise on Mt. Kenya       Psalm 42 

 We experience God in some unpredictable times and places.  God  

 surprises us.  It is like a sunrise.  We can get up early and look for the  

 sunrise at the time it says in the almanac, but we can never know whether 

we will see it.  Clouds may obscure our view.  What we do know is that if 

we don’t get up and look, we never will see the sunrise.   

 

 

 Pastor Wim 
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Lay Leadership Team Meeting Highlights 

 

 

 

The church will be replacing locks on the doors and new keys will be issued.  The porch door will have a keypad; 

the side door to the sanctuary will be plugged and used for exit, only; and the locks will be changed on the kitchen 

and basement doors. 

The Adaptive Challenge Task Force is taking the next step—forming the Adaptive Learning Team, the purpose of 

which is to come up with projects that will support the specific ministry the church chooses at the January 31  

conversation. 

The budget presentation is scheduled for March 6. 

   Milt Brown 

Outreach Opportunities 

 

As most of you will remember, it was announced that we could no longer supply eyeglasses for Haiti, due to new  

restrictions.  In order to either send them with the Evergreen group going soon for another work party or mail them, 

they must now go through customs and duty would be charged on each pair. We were asked not to collect them any 

longer.  As I looked for a substitute that we could use, I talked with Glenn at Woodlawn Optical about teaming up with 

them.  He was most welcoming and explained where they send the glasses they collect.  

All donations are sent to Medical Ministry International in Texas.  They are then sent to a nearby 

optical school for repairs, calibrations, and labeling.  The glasses are then sent with the medical  

missionaries to deprived areas, both in the southern United States and all through South America for 

free distribution, many people coming from extremely long distances in South America just for some 

help.  Please continue to either bring your donated glasses to the church, or take to Glenn at Woodlawn Optical at  

8032 35th Ave NE.  He’ll be glad to see you!  

 

Thanks to all of you who contribute to our University District Food Bank barrel!  Recently Wedgwood Community 

Church was commended for not only their steady contributions, but the diversity of items included.  University  

District Food Bank serves the 98115 zip code area and feeds a variety of people—the working poor, whose 

paychecks don’t stretch far enough, single parents, college students, and the homeless, both single and  

families. When you go for your weekly groceries, please consider adding an item or two for the barrel.  When 

you do this, think not only of the much-needed food but also the other little things that you take for granted in 

your own home.  Clear out your cupboards of toothbrushes given at your exams, sample toothpaste, soaps, 

shampoos, hygiene items, baby products, pet food, even a dry pair of socks. When you are on a very limited 

budget, or none, these can be real lifesavers. When you experience a smile or a thank-you at check out time, it makes it 

all worthwhile.  Our barrel is emptied by a volunteer and taken to the Food Bank on the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  

Donations can be placed all month long.  This is a small thing to us but is big for the recipients, something we can do to 

make all feel that their lives matter, also, as well as a way for Wedgwood to reach out into the community.  Thank you! 

 

 

             Marilyn Potts 
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We are including the birthdays of 
our American Baptist Special Inter-
est Missionaries, including their 
children.  If you would like to send 
a birthday greeting, email, or finan-
cial support, please contact Ellen 
Brown for their mailing or email  
addresses. 
 
 

February 

  1 – Margueritte Nsimba 

  6 – Aimee Keith 

  8 – Gary Baits* 

15 – Betty Carter 

19 – Mason Klein 

20 – Gregg Romberger 

23 – Karl Schwede 

24 – Ellen Jenner 

25 – Bruce Wallace 

25 – Kanoa Villaverde 

28 – Austin Brown 

28 – JC Vijandre 

 

March 

  5 – Matthew Hwang** 

  7 – John Bigas 

10 – Pat Kemp 

14 – Nancy Darnell 

14 – Shirley Harlow 

14 – Sean Brown 

16 – Sura Charlier 

17 – Miki Hwang** 

21 – Charlette Tapsoba 

29 – Linea Croly 

 *Special Interest Missionary 

**Child of Special Interest Missionary 

 

Did You Know? 

The Heart as a Symbol of Love 

Although ancient 

Egyptians believed 

that the heart 

epitomized life and 

morality, it was 

around the Middle 

Ages that the heart symbol took on its 

current meaning.  At that time,  

according to Christian theology, it was 

meant to represent Jesus Christ and his 

love.  Devout Christians began to inject 

the icon into art and literature from that 

era, and St. Valentine’s Day was a 

Christian feast day.  It ceased to be an 

official feast day in 1969, after the 

Catholic Church realized that it was 

unclear which (of three) St. Valentines 

was the honoree! 

 

By the 18th century, gift giving and  

exchanging handmade cards on  

Valentine's Day had become common 

in England.  Hand-made Valentine 

cards made of lace, ribbons, and  

featuring cupids and hearts eventually 

spread to the American colonies.  

 

  Barbara Johnson 

 

[Information gleaned from Wikipedia and infoplease] 

Church Humor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People are like tea bags - 

you have to put them in 

hot water before you know 

how strong they are. 

BOOK CLUB 

 

 

 

 

The Book Club’s current selection 

is Little Bee by Chris Cleave.  It is 

an apt book for our reading and 

discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The movie Bridge of Spies will be 

shown in the church Fellowship Hall 

on Saturday, February 27 at 6 PM.  

All are welcome.  Please bring a 

snack to share and invite a friend! 

http://www.environmentalgraffiti.com/news-strange-and-sometimes-sordid-history-heart


 

 

  

BULLETIN BOARD 

  

Items Currently Needed 

Food  
Canned Fruits  

Canned Soups & Stews 

Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef 

hash, chili, peanut butter-especially crunchy) 

Soy Milk/Rice Milk 

Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups, 

chili) 

Pasta and Rice 

Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, ol-

ives, etc.) 

Cooking oil 

Other Items 

Bar Soap 

Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

Toilet Paper 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Pet Food 

Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags 

Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes 

New Opportunities to Support our Greater Community 

Marilyn has announced that, although we were no longer collecting used eyeglasses or the Campbell 

Soup labels, she has located other opportunities to substitute for these.   

 

A local optician will gladly accept used eyeglasses (readers or prescription) and 

will distribute them where there is a need.  You may place them in the plastic box 

on the shelf above the coat rack, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Also, we will be able to collect Boxtops for Education and donate them to  

Wedgwood Elementary, to raise funds to purchase equipment and supplies.  

These are not really boxtops any longer, but “coupons” found on many items, 

not just food.  A plastic box is available for these, next to the eyeglasses. 

 


