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PASTOR SEAN’S ARTICLE

There is a hashtag floating around in social media titled Rethink Baptist, which, to my best knowledge, was started
by First Baptist Church, Denver. It is a hashtag that several Evergreen Association pastors have posted comments
and other material to. In many ways the Evergreen Association is an innovative, forward-thinking association. We
have a nationwide reputation of being mavericks, surprising our fellow American Baptist regions and associations,
in a refreshing way, with how we operate. Unfortunately, Baptists as a whole have the opposite reputation in
America. Too often we are seen as predictable, antiquated, and actively suppressing all opinions that contradict a
very narrow, backward way of thinking. We are viewed as judgmental, insular, and xenophobic. We’re negative
pessimists, constantly putting up walls to exclude those who do not look, think, and behave exactly as we do—so
the stereotype goes.
#Rethinkbaptist captures the idea that certain practices, theology, and ministries, thought to be too progressive and
inclusive for Baptist circles, are entirely at home within a Baptist milieu. In fact, the distinctively Baptist ideals,
those tenets which distinguish us from all other Christian traditions, would probably shock the average individual
who likely holds the stereotypes mentioned above. The priesthood of all believers, emphasizing our equality,
separation of church and state, preserving the purity of our faith and the integrity of civil government, soul
freedom, ensuring that we are not inordinately submissive to any human authorities, Bible freedom, and
encouraging each believer to be independently minded in working out their own theology and relationship to God
are some of the historical affirmations of the Baptist faith.
When you add them all up, and think about their implications, these hallmarks make for an appealing faith. They
also make for a faith that is a far cry from our negative reputation. We have a faith that highly values the
contributions of all believers, that looks to be inclusive of everyone, even at the cost of “orthodoxy.” We have a
faith that doggedly guards against fascist tendencies, in all of their iterations. We have a faith that celebrates free
thinkers. We have a faith that invites, encourages, and supports rather than one that forces and bullies. These are
not just accidental and peripheral aspects of the Baptist faith, they represent the core! I wonder how many people
know that?
As we enter 2018 I invite, encourage, and support our efforts to do some investigating so as to rethink what it
means to be a Baptist. My hope is that we can get excited not just about our own faith, but excited about the prospect of reshaping the narrative of who we actually are. And my prayer is that we embrace the idea that the campaign of changing opinions and obliterating stereotypes starts today.

Pastor Sean
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QUERY THE CLERGY

Question: Do you agree with the Pope’s recent announcement that he wants to “change the words to The
Lord’s Prayer because current interpretations suggest God leads us ‘into temptation’”? (emb)
I should first off note that there is nothing necessarily sacrosanct about the exact wording of the Lord’s
Prayer. The wording of this prayer differs between Matthew and Luke’s gospels. Neither of those versions
matches the exact wording of the prayer that the Pope is proposing to change. Interestingly, the wording
that is closest to the commonly accepted liturgical form of the prayer comes from a late first century, noncanonical Christian text called The Didache. But even the wording in The Didache does not exactly line up.
Then there’s the issue of differences to the wording already, depending on which denomination you’re in.
For instance, I’ve heard the line “forgive us our…” as debts, trespasses, and sins based on which church
group I was praying with. All of this is to say that there is already a long tradition of fluidity with this
prayer.
As you noted, the Pope wants to clarify the line “lead us not into temptation” because he argues that it may
cause one to believe that God tempts human beings. Most Christian denominations teach that while God
may test individuals at times, in order to demonstrate to the individual the strength of their own faith, God
does not tempt individuals. Testing is for the purposes of God providing us teachable moments. Tempting
has only one purpose, to try to get the individual to sin. Scripture emphatically denies that God tempts.
James 1:13 says, “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does he tempt anyone.”
The Pope may be on to something here. The very point of formulaic liturgy, said on a repeated basis, is to
reinforce for us certain concepts and ideas about God, especially for new believers. The wording itself can
be interchangeable, tweaked, or discarded, but the concepts are critical and eternal. What you don’t want
happening is for bad ideas to be reinforced. Apparently, the Pope’s alternative proposal is the wording “do
not let us fall into temptation,” which maintains the essence of what we are praying for anyway (to be
shielded from temptation), while also making it clear that temptation does not come from God. Depending
on your theology, temptation comes either from Satan or from the object itself and our own inner weakness
and propensity to sin. But the proposed new wording shuts the door on the idea that God is doing the leading into temptation.
The hardest part with changes like these is that it disrupts the cadence and wording that we grew up with and
are so comfortable with. However, I think we’d be surprised at how quickly we could adapt to such a
change. At the end of the day I don’t think it’s such a terrible idea to make that change. If the change isn’t
made, the church had better make it crystal clear in their teaching of theology that God does not tempt.
Pastor Sean
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Remembering Roy Sillence

Roy Sillence, one of our church family’s longest-serving and best-loved members, passed away on
December 13, 2017. A memorial service for Roy will be held here at Wedgwood Community
Church on Saturday, January 13, at 1 P.M.
Roy started attending Wedgwood Community Church around 1959, shortly after his wife and son,
Marie and Lanny, began coming here. Roy was first and foremost an outgoing, welcoming man
with a pleasant (and often humorous) greeting for everyone. But he is equally remembered as a
wonderful singer and musician. How dependent the choir was on Roy—sometimes the only male
singer we had! For years Roy played solos and accompanied the hymn singing on his saxophone
during our worship services. Roy and Marie were not only the core of our choir, but they also
have been among the most loyal, steadfast, and hardworking members, ever, of our church family.
Roy’s profession was in media communication (KOMO TV) and his knowledge and skills were a
valuable asset to our church. And Roy was the consummate communicator himself. Witty,
articulate, inquisitive, and intelligent, he was conversant on any subject. Roy had an open heart,
spirit, and mind and he will be forever remembered with love, affection, and admiration.

Ellen Brown
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EVERGREEN NEWS
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Worship Service
Theme: The Fight for Social Justice versus the Resurrection of White Nationalism

COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER!

Monday, January 15, 2018, 6:00 pm
New Beginnings Christian Fellowship
19300 108th Avenue SE, Kent WA
Keynote Speaker, the Rev. Dr. Robert M. Franklin, Jr., is the James T. and Berta R.
Laney Chair in Moral Leadership at Emory University and President Emeritus, Morehouse College.

The Wedgletter has been posted for people to access online at:
http://www.wedgwoodchurch.org/wedgletters.htm.
To hear sermons, click on the Sermons link.
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MOVIE NIGHT AND BOOK CLUB SELECTION

January
1 – Larry Dimmitt
9 – Milt Brown
11 – Lanny Sillence
15 – Chelsea Muanda
22 – Curtis Price
26 – Kiera Wenick
February
1 – Margueritte Nsimba

January’s movie night, on Saturday, January 20, at 6 PM, will feature the
“epic adventure,” Rogue One: A Star Wars Story. “In a time of conflict,
a group of unlikely heroes band together on a mission to steal the plans
to the Death Star, the Empire's ultimate weapon of destruction.” The
movie will be shown on the big screen TV in the Fellowship Hall. Bring
a snack and a friend for this evening of exciting entertainment!

6 – Aimee Keith
15 – Betty Carter
19 – Mason Klein
20 – Gregg Romberger
24 – Ellen Jenner
25 – Bruce Wallace

The book club’s next selection will be Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult.
“This book is about a school shooting and focuses on the events leading
up to and following the incident.” Everyone is welcome to join the book
club; and if you have a suggestion for a book to read and discuss, please
see Kris.

28 – Austin Brown

Church Humor

Be sure to pick up the latest edition
(December-February) of The Secret
Place in the narthex. Also available is
Our Daily Bread. These inspirational
booklets are a great way to start off the
day!

BULLETIN BOARD
Opportunities to Support our Greater Community
Just a reminder that used eyeglasses are still being accepted at
Woodlawn Optical located at 8032 - 35th Avenue NE. Glenn will
then forward them for use by those in need, both in mission
areas here in the states, as well as out of the country.
Please continue to “feed” our food barrel. Pickup is the 2nd Tuesday of every
month. Check the list below for other things needed besides food. At every pickup,
much thankfulness is expressed for our kindness.
Marilyn Potts

Wedgletter Contribution
If you have a personal experience for
Journey Talk, a book review, or an article you would like to share with us,
please let Ellen Brown know by the 15th
of the month and submit it to her by the
23rd.

Items Currently Needed
Food
Canned Fruits
Canned Soups & Stews
Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef hash, chili, peanut
butter-especially crunchy)
Soy Milk/Rice Milk
Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups, chili)
Pasta and Rice
Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, olives, etc.)
Cooking oil

Other Items
Bar Soap Toothbrushes and Toothpaste Toilet Paper
Shampoo Deodorant
Pet Food
Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags
Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes

