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To date, we have collected $364.00 for the American Baptist Churches Retired  

Ministers and Missionaries Offering, well on the way to meeting our goal of $500. 

 

A special offering following the Christmas Eve Service netted $214.00, which will buy 

bulk rice and beans for distribution to the hungry in Lake City.  The food will be repack-

aged by volunteers on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, January 18.  You are invited to join 

those repackaging at North Helpline, Lake City, from 3 to 5 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Sunday      January 17  Soup & Sandwich                  12:30 PM 

Saturday   January 23  Movie Night           6:00 PM—9:00 PM 

Tuesday    January 26  Lunch Bunch—Old Country Buffet    12:00 PM              

Holiday Concert a Resounding Success! 

Wedgwood Community Church hosted the annual Holiday Concert 

on Sunday, December 6.  Performers were the Salvation Army  

Temple Band – Caroling Brass, The Rain City Women’s Chorus, 

directed by Jo-Ann Christen and accompanied by Tom Hecker, and 

the Salvation Army Temple Songsters, Directed by Ken Lyons and 

accompanied by Tom Hecker.  There were 150 people in attendance 

and $1,500 was raised for the Hunger Intervention Project.  
You can find more photographs on Wedgwood Community Church’s Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?

set=a.1170022716358975.1073741838.116060625088528&type=3 

 

        Victoria Wenick 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1170022716358975.1073741838.116060625088528&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1170022716358975.1073741838.116060625088528&type=3
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 
  

 

 
Praying for Discernment 

 
We have a decision to make.  We have begun the discussion about whether to gather around one of 

three unifying visions for our congregational life and ministry or whether to leave things the way 

they are.  From 12:30 to 1:30 on Sunday, January 10, we will have a conversation about the  

direction of Wedgwood Community Church.  If we need further conversation, a second session will 

be held on Sunday, January 24. 

 

I am asking each of you to pray during a three-hour period between 9 AM and 9 PM, from January 

3rd-9th.  That does not mean you will be praying every minute during that 3 hours, but  

intermittently through the three hours.  I ask that you pray for at least 5 minutes during each of 

those three hours.  I ask that you pray for our gathering on January 10 and about the ability to  

discern God’s direction and purpose for our congregation.  Prayer starters will be provided in case 

you would find them helpful.  The sanctuary will be open to you if you want to pray there for all or 

any part of the three hours you choose. 

 

This is not a random request.  It is part a long tradition that is triggered when a deeply important  

decision is needed within the church of Jesus Christ.  That tradition began when Jesus spent the 

whole night praying before making an important decision (Luke 6:12).  We need prayer more than 

He did in order to discern God’s direction.  

 

I will be calling, or may have already called, you to find out which three-hour period is best for you.  

That will allow us to get started on Sunday, January 3, at noon.  Thank you for your interest in the 

future of our congregation. 

 
 

          Pastor Wim  
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December Worship Themes 
 

 
 

 
 

December   6 Esther 4:1-17  Esther becomes queen through a series of amazing 

“coincidences.”  When Esther’s people, Exiled Israel, are threatened with 

genocide, Mordecai interprets that she may have been given her access to 

power “for just such a time as this.” 

 

December 13 Isaiah 42:1-9  The prophet reveals to Israel and to us that the people of 

God have been given a special relationship to God.  With that special rela-

tionship comes an obligation to serve God’s continuing purpose of recon-

ciliation:  that we might be a “light to the nations (Gentiles).”   

 

December 20 Isaiah 9:2-7  We celebrate the freedoms and mutual respect on which de-

mocracies are based, but do not usually consider how those freedoms are 

rooted in the coming of Jesus, both the first and the second time.  Isaiah 

encourages us to consider the liberation of human beings as the ministry 

of Jesus and our ministry.   

 

December 27 Matthew 2:1-12  The magi’s visit to the infant Jesus    

  brings into full relief the role reversal of power and weakness    

 that often camouflage the one who represents the power of God     in 

our midst. 

 Pastor Wim 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

January Worship Themes 
 

  
 

 

 

January   3 Isaiah 30:18-22  Crisis has long been defined by the erroneous  

 assumption that the Chinese character for crisis is a dangerous  

 opportunity.  While that may not be what the Chinese character means, it 

is what crisis offers.  When we are forced to make a decision, we come to 

understand ourselves and our faith in Christ more fully.  It keeps us from 

becoming the frog in the pot slowly coming to a boil.   

 

January 10 Matthew 16:16-20 On January 10 we will gather after worship to have a 

congregational conversation to decide what God’s number-one priority is 

for His ministry at NE 82nd St. & 30th Ave NE.  While we get universal 

guidance from the Bible about our ministry (as in this Matthean passage), 

God leads us also as a unique people into a unique ministry in this space 

and time.     

 

January 17 Matthew 3:1-17  John the Baptist.  Jesus is baptized to fulfill all  

 righteousness.  We are reminded again of the Father’s love for Jesus and 

for us.  In baptism there is a total loving acceptance of us together (as we 

are baptized into one community) and individually, as we experience 

God’s leadership in our lives. 

 

January 24 Matthew 4:1-17  Jesus is tempted in the wilderness.  Temptation is a  

 familiar experience for all of us.  Jesus was tempted in the same ways we 

are, but He made it through without breaking away from God’s leadership 

in the process.  What did He depend on in order to maintain His clear  

 focus and dependence on God?    

 

January 31 Mark 2:1-12  Jesus heals a paralytic and eats with tax collectors.  Again 

we find salvation/forgiveness of sins a mix of individual and shared  

 experience.  In this passage, Jesus forgives the paralyzed man’s sins  

 because of the faith of those who bring him! 

 

 Pastor Wim 
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Recent Lay Leadership Team Highlights 

 

 

 

Planning for the 2016 Harvest Festival will take place in September.   

The Adaptive Challenge Task Force survey results will be analyzed by the Task Force and presented to the church 
on January 10, with the goal being to agree on one challenge behind which Wedgwood Community Church will unite. 

The LLT approved presenting the proposed budget to the Church in January. 

The Worship Committee will next year approve the decorating for Easter and Christmas. 

January 18 – North Helpline Gathering to package food, 3-5 PM. 

In December, Colleen once again generously hosted the potluck meeting in her gorgeously decorated mansion! 

 

   Milt Brown 

EVERGREEN NEWS 

 

 

 

A Martin Luther King Jr. Day Worship Service will be held on Monday, January 18, at 6 PM at New Beginnings  

Christian Fellowship.  Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, Executive Director of the American Baptist Home Mission Societies, will preach. 

 

The Evergreen online auction raised $1,320.00. 

The 2016 ABC Directory/Planning Calendar is available online.  The Directory/Planning Calendar helps to connect American 

Baptist local churches with the larger denominational family and provides churches with dates important to American Baptist 

Churches from October 2015 through April 2017.  The calendar is located online at:  

http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/10/15/free-download-2016- 2017-abc-planning-calendar-directory/  

Valentine’s Banquet 

 

 

 

 

The initial planning meeting for our Valentine’s Banquet has been scheduled for Sunday, January 3, at 12:30 in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  As Milt says, “We need help!  Worker bees and talent acts.”  You are urged to join us as we plan the so-

cial event of the year.  We need your ideas and assistance.  The Valentine’s Banquet will be held on Saturday evening, 

February 13. 

 Ellen Brown 
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We are including the birthdays of 
our American Baptist Special Inter-
est Missionaries, including their 
children.  If you would like to send 
a birthday greeting, email, or finan-
cial support, please contact Ellen 
Brown for their mailing or email  
addresses. 
 
 

January 

  1 – Larry Dimmitt 

  3 – Cam McKinley 

  9 – Milt Brown 

  9 – Gail Romig 

11 – Lanny Sillence 

11 – Ann Borquist* 

14 – Kendra Johnson** 

22 – Curtis Price 

26 – Kiera Wenick 

27 – Gene Clyde 

 

February 

  1 – Margueritte Nsimba 

  6 – Aimee Keith 

  8 – Gary Baits* 

15 – Betty Carter 

19 – Mason Klein 

20 – Gregg Romberger 

23 – Karl Schwede 

24 – Ellen Jenner 

25 – Bruce Wallace 

25 – Kanoa Villaverde 

28 – Austin Brown 

28 – JC Vijandre 

 

 *Special Interest Missionary 

**Child of Special Interest Missionary 

 

Did You Know? 

 

 

                    

 

Christmas was not always celebrated in 

this country!  Prior to the Civil War, 

Southerners celebrated with parties, 

Christmas trees, special food, etc.  

Northerners considered the Christmas 

celebrations to be “European,” or per-

haps “English!”  In addition, Christmas 

was often not celebrated because  

partying and merrymaking were seen as 

unchristian. 

 

From about 1840, celebrating  

Christmas became more widespread.  

December 25 was declared a national 

holiday in the United States in 1870, by 

President Ulysses S. Grant. 

    

       Barbara Johnson 

 

 

 

 

BOOKS AND MOVIES 

 

 

 

The book club is finishing up Dream with Little Angels by Michael Hiebert and 

our next selection is The Christmas Train by David Baldacci. 

 

After a hiatus in December, Movie Night will resume on January 23.  The 

movie will be Bridge of Spies, starring Tom Hanks.  It will be shown in the Fel-

lowship Hall, 6-9 PM.  Bring snacks to share and invite a friend to enjoy the 

film.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

Church Humor 



 

 

  

BULLETIN BOARD 

  

Items Currently Needed 

Food  
Canned Fruits  

Canned Soups & Stews 

Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef 

hash, chili, peanut butter-especially crunchy) 

Soy Milk/Rice Milk 

Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups, 

chili) 

Pasta and Rice 

Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, ol-

ives, etc.) 

Cooking oil 

Other Items 

Bar Soap 

Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

Toilet Paper 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Pet Food 

Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags 

Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes 

New Opportunities to Support our Greater Community 

Marilyn has announced that, although we were no longer collecting used eyeglasses or the Campbell 

Soup labels, she has located other opportunities to substitute for these.   

 

A local optician will gladly accept used eyeglasses (readers or prescription) and 

will distribute them where there is a need.  You may place them in the plastic box 

on the shelf above the coat rack, in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Also, we will be able to collect Boxtops for Education and donate them to  

Wedgwood Elementary, to raise funds to purchase equipment and supplies.  

These are not really boxtops any longer, but “coupons” found on many items, 

not just food.  A plastic box is available for these, next to the eyeglasses. 

 


