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Wedgletter Contribution
If you have a personal experience
for Journey Talk, a book review,
or an article you would like to
share with us, please let Ellen
Brown know by the 15th of the
month and submit it to her by the
23rd.
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Opportunities to Help

In addition to our weekly tithes and offerings and four annual special offerings (America for Christ, One Great Hour of Sharing, World Mission Offering,
and Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering), our church has a Fellowship
Fund, which assists those in the congregation with emergency expenses, such
as medical emergencies or unexpected home repairs. We have designated the
first Sunday of each month to specifically remember this outreach.
The University District Food Bank is located at University Christian
Church, but we have a barrel in our Fellowship Hall for food donations to it.
Cash donations are also appreciated and are used to purchase supplemental
nutritious food items.
University Congregational church operates the University Churches
Emergency Fund (UCEF), which serves Northeast Seattle residents, providing
emergency funds to help people in a number of ways—with rent, transportation
costs, and utilities. Funds are limited, so UCEF is able to help each patron only
once a year, and then for only $50.00 per person.
To give to any of these funds, please place your donation in the offering
plate with your envelope marked accordingly. Our treasurer will send it on.
By taking advantage of these opportunities to help our fellow church
members and neighbors, near and far, we will make a positive difference in the
lives of our brothers and sisters.

January 18 Soup and Sandwich
12:30 pm
January 19 Martin Luther King Jr. Day worship
6:00 pm
at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship
January 27 Lunch Bunch at OCB in Lynnwood
12:00 pm
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Pastor’s Pieces
New Year’s Resolution
There is something thrilling about beginning a new year. There is this huge blank canvas
in front of us ready to be filled with all kinds of meaningful experiences. Some will be
the result of planning and preparation. Others will depend on us having quick reaction
time to seize the moment.
About a week ago, Victoria Wenick wrote me an email about going to the homeless shelter later that day. As
happens sometimes, we had exchanged emails and I had assumed one thing and she had assumed another about
going to the shelter. Fortunately, she contacted me. I made a few phone calls and that night we were hustling
around the George Community Center on NE 125th Street, getting it ready for about 30 people to sleep overnight.
It was all I had hoped for and more. Victoria and I had a great time working with “clients” and volunteer staff.
We set up a Christmas tree, organized the food that had been prepared ahead of time and dropped off. We sectioned off the large room to create some privacy for a women’s section. Yes, the funding for a women’s staff
person that we prayed for last summer came through!
The best part was talking with people who were homeless. For all the times I’ve done this you would think that
I would remember. I have never adjusted to the fact that the people who find themselves homeless are just like
me. I talked with Kai for about half an hour about Seahawks, 49ers, and the good old days. He knew far more
than I did about football. He had played for USC and could tell me about any of the PAC 8 and 10 teams in the
1980s and 1990s.
What impressed me most was their gratitude. It reminded me of people who ride the bus. Regularly, people
who ride the bus say “thanks” to the driver when they get off. I could count on one hand the number of times
I’ve heard people say thanks to the pilot when they get off an airplane. I’ve never seen anything quite like it,
except at the shelter. Are they the same people?
When dinner didn’t come on time they stood in line for 15 minutes without a complaint. When it did come, it
didn’t come all at once, so we gave out one chicken leg, a biscuit, and a muffin. It was lean… but again there
were no complaints. When we told them that more had come, all of them lined up again and were grateful
again.
When Victoria and I left, many of them who had not already gone to bed waved and expressed thanks for our
spending the evening helping them out with food and setup. Victoria, being who she is, snuck back the next
night and brought ornaments for the “Charlie Brown” Christmas tree. It was a great time. Like all the other
times, I received much more than I gave and it had me looking forward to the next time with great anticipation.
Maybe next time I’ll remember that I will meet people just like me. My resolution is to “seize the moment.”

Pastor Wim
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January Worship Themes

In the whole sweep of human history, God has used various strategies to express love toward creation and
particularly humanity. Initially, the Lord related directly with all creation. That didn’t go so well. There
were those who “got it” and related to God in a positive way, but there were many others who did not (note
especially the Flood). Even at the time of Israel’s exodus from Egypt, there are nations that God wanted to
destroy and there were many others that God told the Israelites to respect.
God’s second strategy was to make a covenant with Abraham and his family. They would be the ones who
would act as priests and prophets, that is, express God’s love to people and express the people’s needs to
God. Israel was not very effective at playing their priestly and prophetic role. They tended to lose touch
with God, and when they did stay in touch with God, they either got into arguments with other nations or
kept to themselves. They did not see themselves as having a mission or representing God to other nations.
God finally decided that (third strategy) if you want it done right, you have to do it yourself. Christ came as
God-with-us. Christ’s goal was not too different from that given to the Jewish people, though Jesus played
out that role very differently. That is why there are so many Hebrew Bible texts that are directed to Israel,
but sound like they are speaking specifically about Jesus Christ.
God’s fourth strategy, as much as it can be distinguished from the third, is that Jesus’ disciples will take up
His role by the power of the Holy Spirit. God intends that we, as the church, will act as mediators between
God and other human beings/humanity. The jury is still out on how we will do in our performance as ministers of reconciliation. We still have the opportunity to be faithful to God’s call.
The prophet Isaiah has expressed the role of Israel and Jesus in the most articulate way. That is why Isaiah
is quoted more often in the Christian Bible than any other prophet and maybe more than the others combined. In the pages of Isaiah there are four “Servant Songs.” Though contemporary scholarship has done
away with that term as distinguishing these texts, it is still clear that these texts are helpful in understanding
the role of Israel, Jesus, and the church. These passages express how the servant of God will perform the
role of priest, prophet, mediator, and minister of reconciliation.
After we explore God’s intention for Jesus’ baptism and our own on Communion Sunday, we will be reflecting on these Servant Songs. We will explore the first two in January and the second two in February.
January 4, 2015 Matthew 3:13-17
January 11, 2015 Isaiah 42:1-9
January 18, 2015 Isaiah 49:1-7
January 25, 2015 Guest Preacher

Pastor Wim
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EVERGREEN NEWS

On Monday, January 19, 2015, at 6:00 pm, a Martin Luther King, Jr., Day worship service will be held at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship Church in Renton. The guest
speaker will be Dr. Debora Jackson, Executive Director of the Ministers Council USA.
There will be a choir, and if you would like to participate in that, please see
Pastor Wim.

BOOK CLUB

Many thanks for your prayers, cards, calls, and get-well
wishes as I recover from my accident.
Starting off the new year, January’s
selection for our book club is The
Boys in the Boat by Daniel James
Brown. This highly acclaimed story
has inspired millions of readers.
Please join us as we read and discuss this memorable book.

-- Lynn Pulliam
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Board Highlights

We are including the birthdays of our American Baptist
Special Interest Missionaries,
including their children. If
you would like to send a
birthday greeting, email, or
financial support, please contact Ellen Brown for their
mailing or email
addresses.
January
1 – Larry Dimmitt
3 – Cam McKinley
9 – Milt Brown
9 – Gail Romig

PA System
Ed Wenick will look into Audio/PA
upgrades. This was the consensus of the
congregation following months of discussion.
Roof Leak
Bruce will get bids on commercial patching and
de-mossing.
Budget 2015
A presentation to the church for approval was
suggested for the last Sunday in January.
Before-church Prayer Group will begin meeting in
January.

11 – Lanny Sillence
11 – Ann Borquist*
14 – Kendra Johnson**
22 – Curtis Price
26 – Kiera Wenick
27 – Gene Clyde
February
1 – Margueritte Nsimba
6 – Aimee Keith
8 – Gary Baits*
15 – Betty Carter
19 – Mason Klein
20 – Gregg Romberger
23 – Karl Schwede
24 – Ellen Jenner
25 – Bruce Wallace
28 – Austin Brown
*Special Interest Missionary
**Child of Special Interest Missionary

Church Humor

BULLETIN BOARD
Read the Bible in One Year (January 1-31)
Day

Old Testament

New Testament

105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135

Deuteronomy 23, 24, 25:1-19
Deuteronomy 26, 27, 28:1-14
Deuteronomy 28:15-68
Deuteronomy 29, 30:1-10
Deuteronomy 30:11-20, 31:1-29
Deuteronomy 31:30, Deuteronomy 32
Deuteronomy 33, 34:1-12
Joshua 1, Joshua 2
Joshua 3, Joshua 4, Joshua 5:1-12
Joshua 5:13-15, Joshua 6, Joshua 7
Joshua 8, Joshua 9:1-15
Joshua 9:16-27, Joshua 10
Joshua 11, Joshua 12
Joshua 13, Joshua 14
Joshau 15, Joshua 16
Joshua 17, Joshua 18
Joshua 19, Joshua 20, Joshua 21:1-19
Joshua 21:20-45, Joshua 22
Joshua 23, Joshua 24
Judges 1, Judges 2:1-5
Judges 2:6-23, Judges 3
Judges 4, Judges 5
Judges 6, Judges 7:1-8
Judges 7:8-25, Judges 8
Judges 9
Judges 10, Judges 11
Judges 12, Judges 13
Judges 14, Judges 15
Judges 16, Judges 17
Judges 18, Judges 19
Judges 20, Judges 21

Luke 16:19-31, Luke 17:1-10
Luke 17:11-37
Luke 18:1-30
Luke 18:31-42, Luke 19:1-10
Luke 19:11-44
Luke 19:45-48, Luke 20:1-26
Luke 20:27-47, Luke 21:1-4
Luke 21:5-38
Luke 22:1-38
Luke 22:39-62
Luke 22:63-71, Luke 23:1-25
Luke 23:26-56
Luke 24:1-35
Luke 24:36-53
John 1:1-28
John 1:29-51
John 2:1-25
John 3:1-21
John 3:22-36
John 4:1-26
John 4:27-42
John 4:43-54, John 5:1-15
John 5:16-30
John 5:31-47
John 6:1-24
John 6:25-59
John 6:60-71, John 7:1-13
John 7:14-44
John 7:45-53, John 8:1-11
John 8:12-30
John 8:31-59

Psalms & Proverbs
Psalm 45:10-17
Psalm 46:1-11
Psalm 47:1-9
Proverbs 10:1-10
Psalm 48:1-8
Psalm 48:9-14
Psalm 49:1-20
Proverbs 10:11-20
Psalm 50:1-15
Psalm 50:16-23
Psalm 51:1-9
Proverbs 10:21-30
Psalm 51:10-19
Psalm 52:1-9
Psalm 53:1-6
Proverbs 10:31-32,11:1-8
Psalm 54:1-7
Psalm 55:1-11
Psalm 55:12-23
Proverbs 11:9-18
Psalm 56:1-13
Psalm 57:1-6
Psalm 57:7-11
Proverbs11:19-28
Psalm 58:1-11
Psalm 59:1-8
Psalm 59:9-19
Proverbs 11:29-31, 12:1-7
Psalm 60:1-4
Psalm 60:5-12
Psalm 61:1-8

Items Currently Needed
Food
Canned Fruits
Canned Soups & Stews
Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef
hash, chili, peanut butter-especially crunchy)
Soy Milk/Rice Milk
Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups,
chili)
Pasta and Rice
Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, olives, etc.)
Cooking oil

Other Items
Bar Soap
Toothbrushes and Toothpaste
Toilet Paper
Shampoo
Deodorant
Pet Food
Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags
Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes

